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A brief history of how a decision made by ten Republican women on October 21, 1991 became the 
catalyst that broke Reconstruction’s more than one hundred-year domination of Cooke County, Texas politics 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The history of both the Cooke County Republican Party (CCRP) and Cooke County Republican Women 
(CCRW) is a tribute to the men and women who refused to accept Reconstruction’s post-Civil War influence in Cooke 
County politics. It didn’t happen overnight. It took more than 100 years to successfully overturn the Democrat Party’s 
political grip on Cooke County’s local government. Pre-1991 Cooke County Republican Party could not afford the 
permanent headquarters that most county Republicans now take for granted: our Republican “home” at Suite 304, 
701 East California Street in Gainesville, TX. Year after year, as Democrats continued to win county offices, the core 
group (varying from 10 to 23 registered Republicans) met to prove that the local Republican Party was alive and well. 
From 1960 through 1980 and 1990, they gathered at temporary election-year locations (rented or donated) to focus 
on Republican Party candidates. Cooke County Republican Party, as we know it today, was built upon the efforts of 
those men and women who refused to give up when all odds appeared to be against cracking the political wall that 
the Civil War and Reconstruction had built around Cooke County, Texas: 
. 
Juhree Case    Maxine Cole    Stephen Cole 
Kit Chase    Debbie Hess    David Jeffries 
Harold Lee    Joyce Lee    John Loch 
Rita McCreary    Troy Miller    William J. Newton 
Shirley J. Newton   Pete Pedersen    Jacque Pedersen 
George Rodgers   Edythe Rodgers   Bruce Schneider 
Ann Scivally    Wm. J (Bill) Williams   Rosemary Williams 
Bruce Schneider   John Tracey 
  

      
               Harold  and Joyce Lee                                     Bill Williams, wife Rosemary and Gov. Candidate Geo. W. Bush 
 
Bruce Schneider’s political experience began as a young man “…helping my Dad in conservative Democrat 
campaigns…1972 Nixon/Tower phone bank -- located  in old GNB building which is now Gene’s Photo….Juhree 
Davenport and I were co-chairs with the GOP women running the operation during the day and college and high 
school students taking over in the evenings and Saturday. If I’m not mistaken, in the county vote totals Nixon had 
72% with Tower close behind…North Texas Community College government professor Pete Hyde encouraged his  
students to hold positive class discussions about Republican candidates. Glenn Loch, Republican Party Chair in the 
late 1960’s, partnered with John Tracy in the oil and gas business. After Loch was elected Gainesville Mayor, he. 
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stepped down as party chair, and John Tracy replaced him as Cooke County Republican Party Chair.” Bruce left to 
attend college and became a locally active Republican volunteer when he returned to Gainesville 
 
 1974 was Bruce’s first year to vote in a Republican primary. He recalled that approximately 17 Republicans 
voted in that election when he served as Republican poll watcher. The difference in accommodations for Democrat 
and Republican voters was frustrating to Republicans. While Democrats were assigned to designated precincts, all 
Republican voters, regardless of residence, were assigned to only one precinct. The 1974 precinct was located in a 
two-story white brick building (owned by Glenn Loch and John Tracy) north of the Episcopalian Church. Republicans 
were later assigned to one precinct in the courthouse basement – a “cubbyhole” described by several Republican 
voters as “barely large enough to squeeze into.” 
 
  Bruce was Cooke County campaign chair for Bill Fisher in the 1978 Senatorial District 30 campaign and was 
responsible for 4-5 counties during the election. Gainesville resident Mike Ott worked with Bruce during the 1978 
campaign. Cooke County was the only Texas county that carried Bill Fisher over Stenholm in the race. The Cooke 
County Republican Party had access to a room in the Watts RX on Grand Avenue across from Tom Thumb. The 
building, although owned by Democrat Watts, was actually funded by Mrs. K.B. Yost (from the Walnut Bend area). 
She picked up the tab for the space. (Note: Mrs. Yost also served on the CCRP audit committee in 1985.) In 1978, 
Democrat Charles Stenholm won the election to Congress, but aggressive campaigning by Vince Felderhoff and 
Debbie Hess helped win Cooke County for Republican Bill Fisher. Bruce was still volunteering in 1994 when Tom 
Haywood campaigned for the Texas District 30 Senate seat. Cooke County Republican Women ordered additional 
phone lines installed at headquarters and ran a successful phone bank campaign (Monday through Saturday) for 
candidate Haywood. Tom Haywood won Cooke County and the state. 

 
  

                                Gov. Bob Bullock (L) – Bruce Schneider (R)                  Clay and Donna Montgomery, Pat Peale,  
                     Fundraiser for Texas Senator Tom Haywood     Senator Tom Haywood, Clark and Sharon McCormack 
               (per Bruce: a rare appearance for Gov. Bullock  
                   to help a Republican raise money) 
 
 
Impressed by Bruce Schneider’s political experience and his ties to Cooke County, Senator Haywood chose Bruce to 
be his District Coordinator. Bruce, now a Robson Ranch (Denton) resident, works for Denton County’s Criminal Court 
Collection Compliance Program for the District and County criminal courts. (See following page for list of 1994 phone bank 
volunteers.) 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reconstructing Reconstruction Politics (1991-2009)                                                       PAGE 3. 
 

 
By Shirley J. Newton, Historian 

 _____________________________________________________________________ _______________________ 

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reconstructing Reconstruction Politics (1991-2009)                                                       PAGE 4. 
 

 
By Shirley J. Newton, Historian 

 _____________________________________________________________________ _______________________ 
 

 Muenster Republican Debbie Hess, an outstanding Republican volunteer, served as 1984 primary election 
judge.  When the elected 1986 Republican Chair failed to take charge, precinct chairs called a special meeting and  

 

 
Former CCRP Chair Debbie Hess– Muenster Resident 

( Responsible for getting Republican voters out of the courthouse basement Into designated precincts) 
 
appointed Debbie to take over as Vice-Chair. True to her “getting-things-done” reputation, Debbie reorganized the 
Republican Party to keep it alive. On April 12, 1986 she appointed officers and standing committees. The 
appointments were approved by the Executive Committee, which she describes as “the elected write-in precinct 
chairmen from the previous election.” Appointees were: 
 
  Asst. Vice-Chair and Parliamentarian  George Rodgers 
  Secretary     Kit Chase 
  Treasurer     David Krahl    
  Selection Committee:    Kit Chase, David Krahl, 
        George Rodgers 
  Audit Committee    Kit Chase, Mrs. K.B. Yost, 
        George Rodgers 
  By-Laws Committee    Kit Chase, David Krahl 
        George Rodgers 
 
 Five of the 24 precincts were represented by duly-elected chairpersons. Quote: “An appeal was made to 
chairpersons for the remaining precincts. Goals:…to have candidates for all major offices in the primary elections, to 
encourage greater participation in party affairs, and to have primary elections in all major precincts.” At a special-
called executive committee meeting on May 14, 1986, the committee approved the CCRP constitution and by-laws. 
In 1988, after being elected to the office of Cooke County Republican Chair, Debbie set out to fulfill one of her most 
important and long-lasting objectives: the opening of thirteen (13) of twenty-four (24) precincts available at that time. 
Republican voters moved out of the courthouse basement to designated precincts. 
 
 “We had headquarters in several different places: Dr. Powell’s rental property on California Street (the 
frontage of his clinic), the older home next to Bohl’s Furniture and the present location. I held a delegate position and 
attended the convention in Dallas in 1986. We also had several (I think 5 or 6) youth pages accepted to help at the  
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convention that year. I held county conventions the whole time I was chairman and I also became trained by the 
Republican Party (someone from Lewisville came and did the training so that I could train our precinct judges on the 
proper way to conduct elections). I talked to several people who were interested in running for a position on the 
Republican ticket but backed out due to fear….and there were a few more prominent people in the community” (who 
backed out). 

 
 “I elected to step down and not run anymore when my children started needing me more and more, and I 
knew if the party was going to succeed at what I had originally wanted the party to do, I was going to have to turn it 
over to someone who was more centrally located and the time to give to the cause. I believe that happened due to 
Pat and all the helpers that I had that stayed active, such as you, Marge Powell, Steve and Maxine Cole, etc. 
 
 “We have come a long way and I could not be happier even if those first few years seemed kinda lonely 
sometime. I always made new friends and found great dedicated workers to stand by me. We had some great 
fundraisers. One was held at the K.C. Hall and had Dick Armey and John Tower as our guests. We served bar-b-que, 
had a dance, and auctioned off a tape of Eric Green’s: ‘I’m Proud to be an American.” We also had a local run as a 
state representative against Rick Williamson before he switched parties and that was Kyle McCain.” 
 
 Prior to 1990, Republicans held monthly meetings in private homes, usually only during election years. 
Republicans Steve and Maxine Cole came to the rescue in 1990 when they offered one room of their three-room 
insurance office suite as a central location. From 1990 through September, 1991, Republicans held two-part monthly 
 
 

                               
                President of Cooke County Republican Club                                County Judge Candidate Steve Cole, wife Maxine 
                            George Rodgers and Wife, Edythe           Offered their offices for Party Meetings 
 
meetings at their new headquarters. From 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM, George Rodgers (succeeded by Stephen Cole when 
George and Edythe moved to Montague County in 1991) chaired the men’s club. Only the men participated: 
 
 Steve Cole  David Jeffries  Harold Lee  Troy Miller 
 Bill Newton  Pete Pedersen  George Rodgers George Silvernale 
 Bill Williams     
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 At 8:00 PM, Debbie Hess opened and chaired the Republican Party meeting with the women joining.: 
 Kit Chase  Maxine Cole   Joyce Lee  Shirley Newton    
 Rita McCreary  Jacque Pedersen  Edythe Rodgers Ann Scivally 
 Audrey Silvernale  Rosemary Williams.   
 
 The centrally located meetings united the small group, consolidating it into a more active, better-informed 
organization. When the Coles closed their office in 1997, the group took on the financial challenge of picking up the 
lease and established Suite 304 at 701 East California Street as its permanent CCRP headquarters. 
 
 The wisdom of continuing to maintain a central hub was, and continues to be, justified when compared to 
volunteer involvement and election results during the temporary “election-year-only” locations available before1990.  
This center has become a vital meeting place for candidates and volunteers to determine election strategy; for 
precinct chairs and precinct judges to discuss Republican issues and prepare for elections; for voters to obtain 
answers, pick up literature and signs. Permanent headquarters reinforce Cooke County Republican Party’s ability to 
interact and work directly with our local, state, and national elected officials on a continuing basis. And the value of 
the united efforts made possible by a permanent Republican “home” is no more apparent than in the obvious: the 
1994 and ensuing years’ successful elections of Republican candidates to county offices. 
 
 The influx of Republican voters in the early 1990’s signaled that Cooke County’s “politics as usual” was about 
to change. And two persons arrived in Cooke County at the right time. Both – Marcia Saunders and Patricia “Pat” 
Peale -- were experienced political volunteers, and both were ultimately responsible for “energizing” Cooke County 
Republicans to successfully challenge the Democrat Party’s dominance of Cooke County government. 
 
 Marcia, an American Airlines flight attendant who had landed in Cooke County by 1991, had already held five 
of the top Texas Federation of Republican Women (TFRW) offices. After her move to Cooke County, Marcia was 
elected to the office of President of TFRW. She had been instrumental in founding three Republican women’s clubs 
(the most recent in Denton County) and Cooke County became Marcia’s fourth objective. On October 21, 1991, 
under Marcia’s guidance, ten Cooke County women chartered Cooke County Republican Women, joining both the 
existing 153 (see note below) TFRW clubs and the National Federation of Republican Women. 
 
      Cooke County Republican Women Founding Members 
 
  President (1991-92)   Shirley Jane Newton 
  Vice-President     Ann Scivally 
  Treasurer    Maxine Cole 
  Secretary/Legislative Chair  Monica Lamb  
  Parliamentarian    Edythe Rodgers (since deceased) 
  Chaplain    Essie Fae Scott (since deceased) 
  Publicity Chair    Audrey Silvernale (since deceased) 
  Hospitality Chair    Mary Fellers 
  Decorating Chair   Rita McCreary 
       Carol Washburn 
(Note:  Figure provided on April 18, 2007 by Robin at TFRW in Austin) 
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 Marcia encouraged the newly-formed group to challenge Cooke County’s Democrat incumbents in the 1992 
Presidential election and advised them to assign poll watchers. (Ron Clark, Sherman attorney who later successfully 
ran for and won Texas Representative District 62 seat, chaired the Grayson County Bush/Quayle Campaign. CCRW 
president, Shirley Newton, chaired the campaign in Cooke County.)  Republicans Stephen “Steve” Cole (candidate 
for County Judge) and Jim Bleything (candidate for County Sheriff) agreed to test the waters, realizing that this first 
election would be a “long shot.”  Democrats had ruled the county too long to be voted out of office in 1992. But a 
complacent Cooke County Democrat party woke up to its first real competition since Reconstruction.  Republicans 
                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

   
   Marcia Saunders , 1992 Bush/Quayle Presidential Election                  1992 Texas Republican Party Convention , Austin, TX 
             Foreground:  Delegates, William J. “Bill” Newton, Marcia Saunders 
                     Background (R-L): Delegates George Silvernale, Jacque and Pete Pedersen  
.                
had learned how to campaign. Marcia taught volunteers how to get out the vote -- walk and ring doorbells -- run 
phone banks -- hold successful fundraisers -- attract ““name” candidates. Her political contacts brought the party’s  
first “name” speakers to Cooke County. U.S. Representative Dick Armey; Agriculture Commissioner candidate Rick 
Perry (now Governor Perry); Larry Smith, state Republican Party Organization Director. (See pages 8 and 9) 
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CCRW Charter Members (L-R): Legislative Chair Monica Lamb, President Shirley Newton, 
Hospitality Chair Rita McCreary, and TFRW Representative Christine Smart 
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U.S. Representative Dick Armey with Laverna and Angelo Nasche 

 

  
1992 Cooke County Republican Women Fundraiser – Speaker: Agriculture Commissioner Candidate Rick Perry (now Gov. Perry) 
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(Instructions on how to legally place political signs) 
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Cooke County Republican Women - 1992 Phone Bank  
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 “Thank You” letter from Marcia Saunders to all Republican Poll Watchers 
 
 

 
 
 

(See the following letter report form CCRW president Shirley Newton to Ron Clark concerning problems poll watchers encountered during voting) 
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(1992 Election – Problems Encountered by Republican Party Poll Watchers ) 
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 . By 1994 Cooke County Republicans were prepared for a second challenge to Democrat incumbents. And 
Pat Peale had moved to Lake Kiowa. Pat brought with her over 25 years of political expertise (see resume pages 14,15), 
lots of political contacts, a determination to succeed at whatever she sets her mind to, and boundless energy to make 
it happen – and it did! Cooke County’s Republican candidates unseated four Democrat incumbents, the beginning of 
a rout that has continued throughout the 1990’s and through the 2008 Presidential election.  
 

Successful 1994 Cooke County Republican Party Candidates  
   Paul Hesse   Cooke County Judge 
   Richard Brown.    Cooke County Commissioner, Pct. 2 
   Pat Payne   District Clerk 
   Dorthy Lewis   Justice of the Peace, Pct. 1, Place 2 

 Pat Peale is dedicated to the Republican Party. Her resume tells the story of her political impact on the 
community, wherever she and husband Mundy live. Her extensive experience is still “extending” as she racks up one 
political accomplishment after another – appointed offices, elective offices, board and committee appointments, 
awards, special recognitions, recruiting – in addition to her earlier involvement in founding the J.J. Pearce High 
School “Parent Support Group” and the “Society for Adoption of Brazilian Children by Americans.”  In a Dallas 
Morning News interview (article date is not available), staff writer Carolyn Barta captioned Pat’s photo: “Life of the 
Party.” Barta’s article referred to Pat’s impact on Cooke County politics. But those who know Pat well will agree to the 
double entendre that “life of the party” describes Pat’s outgoing personality and sense of humor. The photos below 
reveal the Pat Peale that Cooke County Republicans know. 
 
 
 

                                                      Pat Peale showing off her “chad” T-shirt at CCRW meeting after returning from                  Pat Peale – Delegate and Staff Member 
                     Florida’s infamous Year 2000 Bush/Gore Presidential election recount              2004 National Republican Party Convention 
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(Updated resume – page 15) 
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 Invigorated by its 1994 local victories, and inspired by the nation’s reaction to Democrat President Bill 
Clinton’s administration, the Cooke County Republican Party set its pattern for the future. Supported by increased  
enthusiasm of loyal Republican volunteers and by the continued guidance and political expertise of Pat Peale -- the 
Matriarch of Cooke County Republican Party, as Chief Justice John Cayce, Second Court of Appeals so aptly refers 
to Pat -- Republicans now hold seventeen (17) of eighteen (18) county elective offices. County Treasurer Judy Hunter 
continues to fill the one remaining county office held by a Democrat.  
 
  District Judge     Janelle Haverkamp 
  County Court at Law Judge   John Morris 
  County Judge     Bill Freeman 
  County Commissioners    Pct. 1, Steve Key, Pct 2, Gary Hollowell 
        Pct. 3, Al Smith; Pct. 4, Leon Klement 
  County Clerk     Rebecca Lawson 
  District Clerk     Pat Payne 
  County Tax Assessor/Collector   Billie Jean Knight 
  County Sheriff     Mike Compton 
  District Attorney     Janice Warder 
  County Attorney     Tanya Davis 
  Justice of the Peace, Pct. 1   Dorthy Lewis 
  Justice of the Peace, Pct. 4   John Roane 
  Constables     Pct. 1, Terry Gilbert    
        Pct. 4, Richard (Dick) Roth 
 
 Both Marcia Saunders and Pat Peale taught Republicans how to win. From 1994 through the 2008 
Presidential election, Republican representation has continued to dominate our county government through the 
loyalty, financial contributions, and votes of Cooke County Republicans.  
 
 Last: a most important (and least obvious) “right person in the right place at the right time” deserves the 
thanks of every Cooke County Republican. Robert “Bob” Eggleston was reluctant to provide a written account of his  

 

 
Robert “Bob” Eggleston Keeping Cooke County Republican Party Records Up-to-Date  
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strictly voluntary contributions to our Cooke County Republican Party. (He describes my prodding as “besieging him 
until he gave in.”) But Bob is and continues to be the “glue” that holds our headquarters and our party together. He 
has a wry way of putting things into perspective. His energy and political acuity – the data that he gathers and inputs 
into our computer system for the benefit of our party and its candidates [he describes its beginning as a few scraps of 
paper containing names and addresses of “contributors to something or other which I said I would put into a 
database”] – the problem that he solved through Big Mouth by replacing the phone calls that he admits he hates to 
make – the skill with which he oversees the running of our Republican headquarters  -- and, when all else fails, his 
reliability in helping others solve problems -- all add up to how fortunate our Cooke County Republican Party is to 
have this dedicated Republican within our ranks.  
 

________________________________________ 
 

 Cooke County Republican Women’s membership has paralleled the growth of newly arrived 
Republican families in Cooke County. These newcomers have brought with them new ideas vital for the 
continued success of any organization. Our CCRW women volunteers, assisted by their male associate 
members, forged the way for the Cooke County Republican Party to become an active, viable participant in 
Cooke County politics and our local government. Their determination -- their dedication -- their energy -- 
their dependability -- and their versatility made it possible for Republicans to reverse more than 100 years of 
post-Civil War politics! 

 
________________________________________



 


